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To  the  Mayor,  Alderman  gnu  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Hove, 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1943 
the  fifth  since  the  war  begun,  and  once  again  I have  to  apolo0ise 
for  its  brevity  and  baldness  in  comparison  with  its  peace  time  fore- 
runners. At  this  stage  on  the  road  to  victory  there  would  appear 
to  be  firm  grounds  for  hoping  that  its  successor  for  1944  may 
constitute  the  final  chapter  in  the  series  of  war-time  reports  and 
include  a survey  of  the  whole  period  of  hostilities,  at  any  rate 
against  Germany.  With  a certain  monotony  „ear  by  year  I have  had 
to  record  no  visible  deterioration  in  the  health  of  any  section  of 
the  community  judging  oy  such  evidence  in  the  shape  of  increased 
physical  or  mental  illness  as  is  available  and  in  this  fifth  year 

1 must  express  the  same  opinion  with  perhaps  a little  more  reserv- 
ation in  the  case  of  adults  in  active  work.  Biologists  and  nutrition- 
al experts  tell  us  that  a moderately  active  man  requires  3000 
calories  per  day  compared  with  an  active  man's  3600  and  a sedentary 
man's  2500.  On  the  average  we  are  getting  2827  calories  according 

to  the  present  rationing  scale  which  allows  of  about  250  calories 
to  cover  wastage  and  maldistribution.  We  are  also  deriving  some 
44  per  cent  of  our  calories  from  grain  products  and  potatoes  com- 
pared with  34  per  cent  before  the  war,  and  there  is  general  admitt- 
ance that  out?  diet,  even  if  sufficient,  is  lacking  in  variety. 

It  was  stated  authoritatively  recently,  that  there  had  been  no  signs 
of  general  loss  of  weight  but  I believe  that  is  not  altogether  correct 
many  adults  are  certainly  thinner  not  always  at  the  expense  of  the 
middle  age  spread  and  although  this  and  the  other  signs  and  symptoms, 
lack  of  energy,  tiredness  - may  be  due  entirely  to  stress  and  strain 
of  life  they  may  also,  in  my  opinion,  be  the  result  of  a nutrition 
not  completely  adequate.  Children  under  5,  expectant  mothers  and 
invalids  suffering  from  certain  scheduled  diseases  have  rightly  been 
given  priority  in  the  allocation  of  available  foodstuffs,  particular- 
ly milk,  although  the  allowance  of  this  essential  foodstuff  has  been 
too  low  for  children  anxfeg-  5,  and  I believe  that  their  nutrition  has 
been  well  maintained  or  even  improved,  but  I confess  to  being  a 
little  doubtful  about  the  ordinary  active  adult  and  the  older  school 
children  whose  diet  I feel  has  been  dangerously  near  the  borderline 
at  times  in  caloric  value,  quite  apart  from  any  accompanying  lack 
of  vitamins. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

These  compare  very  favourably  with  those  of  other  war  years. 

The  Birth  Rate  amounted  to  12.16,  the  Death  Rate  19.37  per  1000  of 
the  population  and  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  33.92  per  1000  births. 
Corresponding  Civilian  Rates  for  the  whole  country  are  16.5,  12.1, 
and  49.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles  or  Whooping  Cough  and 
4 of  the  5 deaths  from  Gastro  Enteritis  in  children  under  the  age  of 

2 were  in  one  institution.  Cancer  accounted  for  18  per  cent,  of  the 
total  deaths.  An  analysis  of  the  individual  causes  of  deaths  among 
children  under  the  age  of  12  months  show  that  Prematurity  and 
Infection  (Respiratory  and  Intestinal)  are  the  most  common. 

We  are  largely  ignorant  of  the  factors  governing  Prematurity  except 
that  there  is  some  evidence  that  the  ante-natal  nutrition  of  the 
mother  plays  a part  but  Infection  should  be  more  responsive  to 
control,  particularly ' when  in  the  redesign  of  our  Childrens'  Hospitals 
we  provide  more  small  units  capable  of  accommodating  small  groups 
of  infants  in  place  of  the  present  large  wards.  We  are  also  more 
and  more  coming  to  the  opinion  that,  except  in  the  most  serious  of 
complaints,  the  proper  place  for  the  sick  baby  is  at  home  under  his 
mother's  care  and  that  if  he  has  to  be  admitted  to  hospital  he  should 
be  discharged  the  moment  his  condition  permits.  Infants  deaths  in 
the  first  month  of  life  amounted  to  40  per  cent  of  tho  total  and 
although  there  has  been  in  recent  years  some  improvement  in  this 
Neo-Natal  mortality  it  has  largely  been  confined  to  the  later  weeks 
of  that  four-week  period. 
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MATERNITY  & CHILD,  WELFARE  SERVICES . 


Despite  the  interruptions  incidental  to  war  conditions  it  has 
been  found  possible  to  maintain  and  even  extend  our  Child  Welfare 
Services.  The  number  of  babies  under  1£  months  attending  the  centres 
for  the  first  time  in  1943  was  a record  and  is  good  evidence  both  of 
their  popularity  and  the  valuo  the  mothers  set  upon  the  instruction 
they  receive.  In  addition  to  the  teaching  in  the  feeding  and 
general  hygiene  of  child  development  up  to  the  age  of  5,  valuable 
propaganda  work  has  been  done  in  securing  immunisation  against 
diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  so  that  it  is  the  exception  to  find  a 
child  in  attendance  who  has  not  completed  both  courses  of  injection 
by  the  time  he  reaches  the  age  of  12  months.  Orthopaedic  defects 
are  corrected  through  a scheme  run  in  conjunction  with  Hove  Hospital 
and  an  increasing  number  of  mothers  and  children  receive  dental 
treatment  through  the  School  Dental  Service,  Clarendon  Villas, 
as  the  older  Centre,  situated  in  the  more  densely  populated  section 
of  the  town  attracts  the  largest  bulk  attendances,  but  Godwin  Road 
meets  a need  both  for  the  upper  part  and  the  Housing  Estate,  and  for 
the  new  area  north  of  the  Hangleton  Road. 

One  of  the  minor  but  significant  results  of  the  war  has  been 
the  prohibition  since  1942  of  the  manufacture  of  "dummies"  which,  if 
not  responsible  for  all  the  evil  results  they  were  credited  with, 
certainly  were  an  all  too  prevalent  undesirable  concomitant  of  baby- 
hood in  normal  times. 

MATERNITY  PROVISION. 

War-time  domestic  difficulties  have  accelerated  the  movement 
towards  confinement  in  hospital  rather  than  at  home  and  admissions 
to  the  3 Maternity  Hospitals  available  to  Hove  residents  comprise 
practically  30  per  cent  of  the  total  births.  The  M.&  C ,W, Committee 
at  the  end  of  the  year  decided  to  accept  financial  responsibility 
for  all  maternity  cases  in  the  Borough  requiring  hospital  treatment, 
thus  terminating  the  anomalous  arrangement  whereby  in  the  past  many 
expectant  mothers  seoured  that  provision  through  the  Public  Assistance 
Authority,  The  booking  of  Maternity  cases  for  Southlands  Hospital 
has  now  been  taken  over  by  the  Health  Department  and  the  East  Sussex 
County  Council  has  promised  priority  of  admission  to  oases  from  Hove 
over  those  from  outside  the  County  Boundary.  A further  attempt  was 
made  to  establish  a Home  Help  Scheme  both  for  cases  of  confinement 
and  ordinary  illness  in  the  home  but  it  was  again  found  that  the  demand 
was  too  intermittent  and  the  number  of  the  right  type  of  woman  so 
limited  that  no  greater  success  was  achieved  than  on  the  previous 
occasion*  Instead  it  has  been  found  possible  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Citizens*  Advice  Bureau,  to  whom  in  this  and  in  many  other 
directions  I am  greatly  indebted  for  active  assistance  and  c-operaticn, 
to  arrange,  under  the  Ministry_.of  Health,  for  the  temporary  evacuation 
of  the  children  to  Short  Stay  Residential  Nurseries,  whilst  the  mother 
entered  an  Evacuation  Maternity  Hostel. 

One  of  the  dangers  of  a confinement  is  haemorrhage  and  arrangement 
were  entered  into  during  the  year  with  a local  pathologist  for  an 
immediate  blood  transfusion  to  be  immediately  available  for  any  severe 
case. 

HOVE  WAR-TIME  NURSERY. 

It  is  always  with  regret  that  one  has  to  refer  to  the  passing 
of  an  old  institution,  particularly  if,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Hove 
Day  Nursery,  it  carries  with  it  a tradition  of  long  and  voluntary 
service  given  ungrudgingly  by  a Committee  devoted  to  the  Welfare 
of  small  children.  The  history  of  the  Hove  Day  Nursery  goes  back 
as  far  as  the  closing  years  of  the  last  century,  and  after  several 
changes  of  premises  it  finally  settled  at  12,Goldstone  Villas  where, 
up  to  the  outbreak  of  war,  it  managed  with  great  difficulty  and 
ingenuity  to  keep  its  financial  head  above  water.  The  increased 
costs  of  running  a voluntary  nursery  in  war-time  made  the 
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administration  more  difficult  and  despite  a grant  from  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  the  Committee  found  themselves  unable  to  carry  on, 
particularly  when  faced  with  a demand  for  more  places  for  mothers 
who  could  go  out  to  work  if  only  their  small  children  could  be 
taken  care  of  and  so  they  unhesitatingly  stepped  back  and  allowed 
the  Nursery  to  pass  to  the  Town  Council  to  be  run  as  a War-time 
Nursery  by  the  M.  & C .W. Committee , under  the  supervision  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  Furthermore  they  generously  facilitated  the 
new  arrangements  by  lending  the  premises  and  the  equipment  free 
of  charge.  The  change  of  management  took  place  in  October  1943, 
and  in  the  meantime  the  Trustees  of  Dr.Barnado’s  Homes  had  agreed 
to  allow  their  Home  for  Girls  at  57, Clarendon  Villas  to  be  taken 
over,  adapted  and  equipped  as  an  extension  for  the  older  children. 

The  present  War-time  Nursery  comprises,  therefore , two  sections  - 
the  original  premises  at  12,Goldstone  Villas  with  25  places  for 
infants  up  to  the  age  of  2,  and  57, Clarendon  Villas  with  50  places 
for  children  between  2-5,  both  being  administered  by  a Matron 
with  a Sister- in-Charge  of  the  babies.  The  full  scheme  was  not 
in  actual  operation  until  January  1944  but  since  that  date  apart 
from  absences  incidental  to  infectious  diseases  both  nurseries  have 
been  full  and  are  much  appreciated  by  those  mothers  who  go  out  to 
work.  There  is  no  evidence  that  the  increased  admittance  of  women 
into  industry  has  had  any  deleterious  effect  upon  the  children  and 
judging  by  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  the  extra  earnings  have  been 
valuable  in  providing  those  children  with  additional  and  better 
food.  The  low  Infant  Mortality  Rate  throughout  the  country,  although 
a matter  for  congratulation,  has  occurred  in  a population  comparat- 
ively well  cared  for  nutritionally  and  financially  and  in  the  days 
of  peace  it  will  be  necessary  to  see  that  reduced  earnings  and 
unemployment  do  not  lead  to  a rise  in  that  figure.  Industry  in  war- 
time has  attracted  many  of  the  younger  mothers  with  small  babies 
and  the  War-time  Nursery  has  made  a noticeable  contribution  towards 
the  war  effort  by  providing  accommodation  for  these  babies,  but 
although  the  matter  is  not  without  controversy  many  pediatricians 
feel  that  the  proper  place  for  a baby  at  least  up  to  18  months  is  in 
its  own  home  with  its  own  mother,  and  whilst  in  war-time  that  care 
may  have  to  be  replaced  by  a most  efficient  substitute  in  the  shape 
of  a Day  or  Residential  Nursery , after  the  war  universal  employment 
family  allowances  and  better  housing  should  make  that  ideal  possible. 
The  War-time  Nurseries  are  a war-time  product  designed  to  provide 
industry  with  women  workers  it  requires  and  their  future  cannot  be 
decided  until  the  country  has  settled  down  to  peace  conditions  but 
the  National  Society  of  Day  Nurseries  has  suggested  they  will  have 
to  serve  two  functions  - the  one  to  meet  the  needs  of  those  mothers 
who  still  require  to  go  out  to  work,  of  which  there  will  always  be 
a proportion,  and  the  other  to  allow  the  mother  in  the  home  one 
day  per  week  respite  from  the  cares  of  looking  after  her  young 
family. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


1943  was  a better  year  than  1942  in  the  incidence  of  severe 
infectious  disease.  There  were  only  two  cases  of  Diphtheria 
notified  with  no  deaths  and  although  the  number  of  Scarlet  Fever 
cases  was  doubled  their  type  was  consistently  mild.  The  Measles 
epidemic  of  the  previous  autumn  continued  into  the  following  Spring 
and  Summer  with  increasing  prevalence  but  of  the  397  cases  known 
to  the  Health  Department  10  only  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  in 
some  of  these  the  grounds  were  compassionate  rather  than  medical. 
Whooping  Cough  which  had  run  concurrently  with  Measles  in  1942  did 
not  continue  with  any  intensity  in  the  next  year. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  was  first  undertaken  on  mass  lines  in 
the  Borough  in  1940  and  up  to  December  1943  a total  of  1780  children 
under  5,  and  4193  between  5 and  14  had  received  the  two  injections. 
During  the  year  19'43  440  of  the  first  age  group  and  495  of  the  second 
were  treated  and  a further  100  whose  immunity  was  presumed  to  have 
diminished  through  the  length  of  time  that  had  elapsed  since  their 
primary  inoculations  received  an  additional  boosting  dose.  It  is 
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estimated  that  of  the  total  population  between  the  age  of  0-5 
some  60  per  cent  and  of  the  5-14  some  75  per  cent  had  been  treated 
cither  through  the  official  Scheme  or  by  private  arrangement s . 

It.  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  effect  of  this  on  the  prevalence 
of  Diphtheria  in  the  district,  since  for  many  years  prior  to  1940 
cases  of  Diphtheria  were  not  numerous,  but  it  may  be  of  some 
significance  that  in  1943  there  were  only  2 cases  notified. 


The  increase  in  admission  in  1943  was  largely  due  to  the 
acceptance  of  many  Service  patients  of  both  sexes  suffering  from  the 
minor  infections  - Chicken  Pox,  Mumps  and  German  Measles.  In 
civilian  life  these  would  have  been  nursed  at  homo,  but  conditions 
particularly  in  the  winter  months,  made  it  desirable  either  for 
their  own  comfort  or  because  of  the  risks  of  the  spread  of  infection 
within  their  units  that  these  Service  patients  should  be  treated  in 
a fever  hospital.  Staff  difficulties  were  not  quite  so  acute  as  in 
previous  years  and  the  acceptance  of  the  Rusholiff®  scale  for  Nurses, 
and  the  Hetheringtcn  for  domestic  workers  has  undoubtedly  done 
something  to  stabilise  hospital  staffs. 

TUBERCULOSIS . 

During  the  year  43  Males  and  40  Females  were  added  to  the 
Notification  Register  and  by  December  1943  the  total  number  of  cases 
was  259  - 177  Males  and  82  Females.  57  per  cent  of  the  Male  Cases 
and  60  per  cent  of  the  Female  were  in  persons  between  the  ages  of 
20  and  45,  i.e.  at  a time  when  they  should  have  been  in  the  prime 
of  their  working  capacity.  Of  the  23  deaths  9 were  notified  within 
six  months  of  death. 

The  arrangement  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report  whereby  certain 
chronio  and  advanced  cases  are  received  into  Brighton  Sanatorium 
has  done  something  to  alleviate  the  position  but  there  is  still  no 
special  provision  for  the  chronic  open  case,  many  of  whom  are  highly 
infectious  in  their  own  households.  This  type,  from  the  national 
point  of  view,  should  be  segregated  for  the  term  of  their  lives, 
preferably  in  colonics  but  this  would  involve  legislation  affecting 
the  liberty  of  the  subject  which  no  Government  might  be  willing  to 
embark  upon.  In  default  of  this  drastic  step  accommodation  with 
a less  restricted  regime  than  that  of  the  ordinary  sanatorium  is 
urgently  required  and  perhaps  will  be  provided  if  and  when 
Tuberculosis  is  dealt  with  in  larger  areas  than  those  of  the  present 
Local  Authorities,  the  County  Councils  and  County  Boroughs. 

In  -July  1943  the  scheme  for  the  payment  of  the  new  allowances  to 
certain  classes  of  Pulmonary  oases  came  into  operation  and  as  the 
result  of  six  month’s  experience  some  of  the  difficulties  which 
were  foreseen  by  Tuberculosis  Officers  at  its  inception,  have  in 
fact  been  experienced.  The  allowances  are  of  three  types  - 
"Maintenance”  in  which  an  applicant,  if  married,  gets  39/-  for 
himself  and  his  wife,  with  additional  sums  ranging  from  5/-  to 
12/-  per  head  according  to  the  age  pf  his  children,  or  if  single 
£7/-,  ’’Discretionary”  normally  not  exceeding  10/-  per  week  to  meet 
exceptional  commitments,  such  as  Mortgage  charges,  and  "Special” 
payments  to  cover  travelling  expenses  and  additional  domestic 
assistance  in  the  home  if  the  patient  is  the  housewife.  The 
payment  of  those  allowances  is  limited  to  "gainfully  occupied" 
persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  in  whose  case  there 
is  a reasonable  prospect  of  return  to  full  work  within  a maximum 
period  of  18  months  after  discharge  from  Sanatorium.  These 
allowances  are  not,  therefore,  payable  to  the  chronic  case  and  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  incurs  all  the  odium  of  acquainting  the  patient 
r.i.th  the  fact  that  he  is  not  likely  to  recover  fully  by  his  very 
refusal  of  the  necessary  certificate  without  which  the  allowances 
cannot  be  paid.  The  scale  of  payments  is  not  of  such  a princely 
character  as  to  induce  an  early  case,  only  discovered  by  X-Ray, 

'.v:.  ofi  no  symptoms,  to  give  up  well  paid  work  in  war-time,  in  order 
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to  undergo  a prolonged  course  of  treatment  which  he  probably  does 
not  consider  necessary.  The  exclusion  of  the  non-pulmonary  case 
is  a definite  hardship  and  their  limitation  to  early  Pulmonary 
patient  in  active  work  leaves  the  chronic  patient  with  a sense  of 
grievance  and  may  deter  him  from  entering  a Sanatorium  for  a course 
of  treatment.  The  explanation  that  the  payments  are  only  made 
possible  under  war-time  legislation  designed  to  promote  the  return 
to  industry  of  the  curable  case  may  be  valid  but  it  is  equally  in 
the  national  effort  in  war-time  that  the  disease  should  not  be 
allowed  to  spread  indiscriminately  through  the  medium  of  the  chronic 
case  if  it  can  be  prevented  by  making  these  allowances  available 
to  him. 

THE  WHITE  PAPER  ON  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

As  the  White  Paper  did  not  appear  until  January  1944  it  would 
normally  not  be  referred  to  in  a Report  for  1943,  but  as  it  has 
frequently  been  emphasised  that  the  proposals  are  merely  a base 
for  discussion,  it  seems  reasonable  and  desirable  to  discuss  them  at 
this  stage  before  legislation  prevents  any  possibility  of  amendment. 
Into  many  of  its  recommendations,  particularly  those  relating  to 
the  form  and  type  of  domicilary  medical  attendance,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  enter  since  they  are  not  vitally  connected  with  the 
administration  of  Public  Health  but  there  are  certain  proposals 
which  will  drastically  affect  the  Status,  Powers  and  Responsibilities 
of  Non-County  Boroughs,  such  as  Hove.  Hospitals,  including  those 
for  Infectious  Diseases,  Consultant  and  Maternity  Services  are  to  be 
placed  under  new  Joint  Boards  in  areas  to  be  defined  later , composed 
of  representatives  of  County  Councils  and  County  Boroughs,  Child 
Welfare  functions  will  pass  to  the  new  Education  Authorities,  the 
County  Council,  and  unless  the  usurpation  of  these  functions  is 
accompanied  by  a retention  of  the  day  to  day  administration  by  the 
so-called  minor  authorities,  under  the  general  framework  of  the 
larger  schemes,  it  is  difficult  to  see  what  will  be  left  to  their 
Public  Health  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committees,  and  their 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  except  a few  negligible  Sanitary  matters. 
The  multiplicity  of  local  authorities  with  their  varying  standards 
and  resources  has  long  sinco  called  for  a review  and  the  formation 
of  larger  areas  in  local  Government  is  long  overdue  but  no  one  should 
view  with  equanimity  the  virtual  abolition  of  bodies  whose  record 
in  Public  Health  is  at  least  as  high  as  those  authorities  by  whom  they 
are  to  be  superseded,  and  the  formation  of  new  ad  hoc  boards  whose 
powers,  particularly  in  levying  precepts  will  be  as  high  as  their 
knowledge  is  remote  from  the  services  they  are  attempting  to 
administer.  In  my  view  Public  Health  primarily  is  a service  requiring 
the  personal  attention  of  both  Councillors  and  Officials  who  know 
the  local  conditions  and  can  by  personal  inspection  or  interview 
ascertain  for  themselves  the  needs  of  the  area  for  which  they  are 
responsible.  Under  the  new  scheme  this  personal  interest  will  be 
negligible  and  will  be  replaced  by  control  through  correspondence 
of  which  many  of  us  who  have  had  sufficient  experience  during  the 
present  war  are  not  enthusiastic.  If  these  reforms  have  to  be 
carried  through  in  their  present  form  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  while 
the  planning  and  co-ordination  may  be  the  duty  of  larger  authorities 
the  people  on  the  spot  will  be  allowed  to  continue  to  carry  out  these 
public  services  for  which,  by  their  past  experience,  they  alone  are 
qualified. 

GENERAL  ADMINISTRATION . 

It  is  perhaps  not  always  realised  that  in  addition  to  the  vast 
load  of  new  duties  imposed  upon  the  Public  Health  Department  by  the 
war  it  has  been  necessary  to  maintain  and  sometimes  even  extend  all 
the  services  normally  carried  on  in  peace  time  and  this  is  particular- 
ly the  case  with  the  Sanitary  side,  who  in  spite  of  many  difficulties 
are  striving  to  keep  up  the  standard  of  habitable  property,  and  the 
level  of  food  production  distribution  against  the  return  of  happier 
conditions.  The  necessity  of  conserving  food  supplies  in  the 
national  interest  made  the  depredations  of  the  Rat  a matter  of  vital 
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importance,  and  the  council  therefore  decided  to  appoint  a whole- 
time  Rat  Catcher,  or  Rodent  Operative,  as  the  Ministry  insists  on 
Galling  him,  whose  services  are  available  to  all  householders  in  the 
Do rough.  The  clerical  staff,  deprived  of  all  its  permanent  members 

except  one,  has  had  to  grapple  with  new  returns  and  records  in 
addition  to  digesting  hundreds  of  circulars  from  Government  Depart- 
ments, and  the  nursing  and  health  visiting  members  have  had  to  deal 
v-ith.  problems  and  individual  cases  quite  alien  to  their  peace-time 
experience,  The  Casualty  Services,  shorn  of  their  First  Aid  Parties 
which  in  November,  became  amalgamated  with  the  Rescue  Service,  have 
interspersed  months  of  monotonous  standing-by  with  intense  activities 
at  times,  and  combined  real  life-saving  with  the  preservation  of 
public  morale.  To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  various 
Committees  to  whom  I am  responsible  and  all  the  members  of  my  own 
Staff  I am  once  again  grateful  for  that  continued  assistance, 
encouragement  and  loyalty  without  which',  at  the  end  of  the  fifth 
year  of  war,  it  would  not  have  been  possible  to  maintain  a Public 
Health  front  so  unimpaired  as  I believe  this  one  is  to-day. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant , 

N.  E,  CHADV/ICK,  M.D. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


July  1944, 


I 


I 


-7- 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births:  Legitimate 

283 

Males 

268 

Females  Total 

551 

Illegitimate 

46 

22 

ti 

68 

Stillbirths  totalled 

22. 

Rate 

per  1 

,000  population  0 
,000  births  35 

.45 

per  1 

r*' 

. o 

Deaths : . 

415 

Males 

571 

Females  Total 

986 

Death  Rate: 

19  e 37 

Birth  Rate: 

12.16 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth:- 

From  Sepsis 

From  Other  Causes  1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  totalled  21,  being  - 

Legitimate  13  Males  5 Females 

Illegitimate  2 « 1 " 

The  rate  per  1,000  live  births  for  legitimate  was  32*67  and 
for  illegitimate  was  14*12.  Total  33.92. 

The  Neo-natal  Mortality  per  1,000  births  was  14*54 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

« **  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

M n Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  5 

" w Cancer  176 

* " Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  23 


HOME  NURSING 

The  Queens  Nursing  Institute  of  District  Nursing  made  163 
single  visits  and  50  double  visits  during  the  period  now  under 
review* 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY 
The  following  specimens  were  examined  for:- 


Diphtheria 


From  patients  in  Hove,  primary  swabs  95 

From  contacts  of  notified  cases  in  Hove  14 

From  diphtheria  patients  in  Borough  Sanatorium  19 
From  scarlet  fever  patients  w M 70 

From  patients  in  Portslade , Primary  swabs  20 

From  contacts  of  notified  cases  in  Portslade  1 219 


Tuberculosis 

From  patients  in  Hove 

From  pat  ien t s pin  -Pgivt  si ade  > iu  ^ 

' fC  “ <v' 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary 

From  patients,  in  Hove.  (Sputum) 

• AFrom.. patients-. in  /Portslade. 


102 

14  116 


32 

7 39 


TOTAL 


374 


NURSING  HOMES 


The  number  of  Nursing  Homes  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  40.  During  the  year  8 were  discontinued  and.  5 new  homes 
were  registered. 

MATERNITY  & CHILD  WELFARE 
Infant  deaths  19 43p 

These  totalled  23  and  were  made  up  as  follows 5- 

Premature  births  5 

Broncho  Pneumonia  4 

Congenital  Defects  3 

Miscellaneous  11 

Deaths  under  one  month  totalled  9 and  represented  39.1  per  cent 
Mid  wive  s . ' 


The  Inspector  of  Midwives,  who  is  the  Senior  Health  Visitor 
made  8 visits  of  inspection,  received  41  notioes  of  sending  for 
Medical  help  (28  in  respect  of  the  Mother,  and  13  in  respect  of  the 
Infant) . 

•n.  ' - ■ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Three  oases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  during  the  year 
all  being  Midwiveq*  cases*. 

Maternity  Hospitals,  . . .. 

Normal  Cases:- 

Portland  Road,  Branch, Sussex  Maternity 

Hospital 

Buckingham  Road  branch  do 
Southlands  Hospital 


Abnormal  Cases 

Buckingham  Road  Branpb 
Southlands  Hospital 


55  admitted 
48  " . 

70  " 

173 


27  admitted 
79  " 


106 


WELFARE  CENTRES 


Health  Visiting, 


The  Council  employed  4 Officers  of  Health  Visiting  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  The  number  of  visits  pai<l  by  Health  Visitors  during 
the  year  were:- 

Expectant  Mothers 

First  Visits 
Total*  Visits 

101 

165 

Children  under  1 year  of 

age. 

First  Visits 
Total  Visits 

539 

1975 

Children  between  the  ages 
of  1 and  3 years 

Total  Visits 

4051 
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Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

The  Council  provided  and  maintained  2 centres  during  the 

year. 


Summary  of  attendances  at  the  Centres. 


Clarendon 

Villas* 

Godwin 

Road. 

Total  number  of  first  attendances  during  the 

year 

(a)  Under  1 year 

(b)  Over  1 year 

374 

97 

173 

86 

Individual  children  attending 

1034 

617 

HOVE  WAR-TIME  NURSERY 

Number  of  attendances  during  the  year 

11,678 

VACCINATION 

Of  432  infants  horn  in  the  borough  188  were  vaccinated. 
Total  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out  was  372. 

i*  , ■ 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE, 


Notifiable  cases  in  the  year  1943. 


Disease 

Total  cases 
notified 

Admitted  to. 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

64 

32 

— 

Pneumonia 

30 

- 

43 

Erysipelas 

18 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

3 

- 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

- 

1 

Anterior  Polio  Myelitis 

- 

«■« 

- 

Measles 

397 

10 

Whooping  Cough 

22 

2 

- 

SANATORIUM 

Admissions 

Hove 

Outside 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

3e 

68 

106 

Diphtheria 

1 

5 

6 

Measles 

16 

22 

38 

Erysipelas 

1 

4 

5 

Mumps 

8 

15 

23 

Chickenpox 

6 

9 

15 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

— 

3 

3 

Other 

5 

14 

19 

75  1 40  23.5 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  oases  immunised 
against  Diphtheria 

Under  5 years  1234  60$  of  population  under  5 years 
Over  5 years  3305  75$  of  population  between  5 and 

; '"■•■■■■  15  years 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

One  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  notified  during  the  year* 


Continued  Overleaf 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1943  j CASES  ON  THE  REGISTER 
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SANITRRY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Annual  Statement  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 

for  the  Year  1945. 

TOTAL  number  of  houses  inspected  (under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts)..  ..  399 

TOTAL  number  of  Revisits  , * 507 

TOTAL  number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . ..  695 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  the  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

ACTS ...  399 

r 

w Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  507 


?t  Revisits  . . . . 695 

. **  Houses  inspected  found  satisfactory  ..  ..  53 

n Houses  inspected  found  with  defects  . . ..  346 

" Informal  notices  served  ....  297 

" Statutory  Notices  served  19 

Numcer  of  Premises  inspected (other  than  Houses)  from 

complaints  of  Nuisances  etc.  • • ••  ...  83 

* Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ..  ...  ...  91 

FOOD  RE  TRAILERS  PREMISES. 

Number  of  Shops  inspected  in  respect  of  meat.  ..  . ...  ...  223 

n Bakehouse  Inspections  *.  . . • • . .•  • • » 43 

• Preserved  Food  premises  inspected  . . . ...  ,.. . 29 

» Fish  *.  ..........  ..........  67 

• « Grocery , Provision  etc.,  ..  ...  ..  ........  97 

" Cafes,  Restaurants,  Kitchens,  etc,.  ...  . ••  ••  36 

" Other  Shops  6 

SHOPS  ACT.  1934. 

Number  of  Shops  inspected  ••  • • 134 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT. 

Number  of  Inspections  in  respect  of  Rats * •*  162 


w Premises  requiring  Rat  Catcher.  * • ».*  ♦.  •*  141 

MISCELLANEOUS  ' 

Number  of  Sundry  Visits  . • • • 371 

VERMIN  (BUGS) 

Number  of  visits  regarding  verminous  premises  ••  ••  175 

M visits  for  disinfestation  of  Rooms  ....  77 

*•  Rooms  treated  for  vermin  ?. 91 
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SAMPLES  TAKEN  1943 


Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  Milk  30 

" " Milk  32 

Accredited  Milk  9 

Pasteurised  Milk  33 

Ministry  of  Health  Samples  10 


Samples  not  complying  with  the  prescribed  conditions 


Tuberculin  Tested  (Cert if ied.jMilk  2 

" " Milk  6 

Accredited  Milk  2 

Pasteurised  Milk  1 

Ministry  of  Health  Samples  Nil 


PHOSPHATASE  TEST 

No.  of  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  satisfying  test  30 

" " » " '»  not  ” « 3 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1938 


New  Milk 
Brown  Sugar 
Butter 
Lard 

Margarine 
Beef  Sausages 
Pork  Sausages 
Jam 

Cod  Liver  Oil  & Malt 
Gelatine 


2'9  Formal 
.1  " 

6 " 

5 " 

5 " 

1 " 

2 " 

1 Informal 

1 * 

1 " 


Lime  Flavour  Drink  1 
Ginger  Wine  Drink  1 
Raison  Wine  Drink  1 
Blackcurrant  Wine  Drink  l 


Adulterated  Nil 


Unsatisfactory.  Arsenic  .025 

grain  per  lb.  Copper  1.4  grain 

per  lb.  Zinc  a trace. 
Preservatives  200  parts  per 
million  Sulphur  Dioxide. 
Bacteriologically  unsatisfactory. 

It  tt 

It  It 

It  51 


PROSECUTIONS 


Prosecutions  during  the  year  were  as  follows 

(a)  Failure  to  abate  a nuisance  in  a 

dwelling  house  Fined  40/- 

(b)  Animal  Nuisance  - Court  Order  to 

abate  nuisance 

(c)  Filling  of  Milk  Bottles  on  other 

tho,n  registered  premises 


Fined  20/- 


